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 The entire second chapter of 2 Peter deals with 
false teachers. Peter speaks of false teachers’ destructive 
heresies (2:1-3), their certain doom/destiny (2:4-9), and 
their corruption (2:10-22). It is the very last portion of 
the chapter that we want to investigate: 

 

20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the 
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for 
them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known 
the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment 
delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: ‘A dog 
returns to his own vomit,’ and, ‘a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.’ 

  

 Peter describes the spiritual status of false teachers in three stages: Stage 1 – pol-
luted; Stage 2– escaped from the pollution; Stage 3 – polluted all over again. In terms of 
their standing with the Lord, what the Holy Spirit through Peter says about false teach-
ers would apply in principle to every person who is lost, then comes to Jesus for salva-
tion, but later turns back to his old lifestyle which separated him from God. 

 

 Why do we conclude that the ones whom Peter is describing had been in a state 
of pollution? Because he says “they have escaped the pollutions” (2:20). Which pollu-
tions did they escape? The pollutions of the world. In an earlier portion of this same 

Verse of the Week 

for the Son of Man has come to 
seek and to save that which 

was lost.  

Luke 19:10  

2 Peter 2:20-22 – POLLUTED, ESCAPED, AND POLLUTED AGAIN 

SUNDAY: 9.30 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Study | 10.30 a.m. Worship | 5.00 p.m. Evening Service 

WEDNESDAY: 7.30 p.m. Mid Week Bible Study 

If you know anyone who would love to study the Bible please  
contact any member of this congregation.  

Church St church of Christ 
Address: 10 Church St, Bayswater, VIC 3153 
Phone: +613 9729 6034 
Email: contact.us@churchstreetcoc.org.au 

Prayer Request 
 Pray for the health of: 

 Raquel and her asthma 

 Aunty Hon’s health challenges 

 Mary’s allergy and recovery 

 Travellers: 

 Ruby & Reuben in Japan 

 Daniel weekly to Geelong 

 Syntyche weekly travel to church 

Prayer request?   
Articles or News to share?  

Send us an email or contact any of 
the members in this congregation.  

We will be happy to 
include it in this 
Newsletter. 

WOMEN IN THE OLD TESTAMENT BIBLE TRIVIA 

1. What does "Eve" mean?  

2. Who married Abraham?  

3. Looking for a wife for Isaac, Abraham's servant found:  

4. Jacob agreed to work 7 years for the hand of:  

5. This woman promised the Lord that if He would bless her with a son, she would dedi-

cate the boy to Him. She later bore Samuel.  

6. David's original wife was:  

7. This woman remained with her mother-in-law, Naomi, after Naomi's husband and sons 

died.  

8. This woman rumored that Joseph tried to commit adultery with her.  

9. This harlot housed spies sent by Joshua to take the city of Jericho.  

10. This woman married Moses.  

Answers: 1.Mother of all living 2.Sarah 3.Rebekah 4. Rachel 5.Hannah 6.Michal 7.Ruth 8.Potiphar's wife 9.Rahab 
10.Zipporah 
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letter, Peter wrote about Christians being people who have “escaped the corruption 
that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:4). The Bible is clear in what it says about 
the spiritual status of a sinner outside of the Christ: he is in darkness/corruption/
pollution. What causes that? Sin. What causes sin? Lust. When desires are inappropri-
ate or when proper desires are fulfilled in an inappropriate way, sin occurs. Until that 
sin is cleansed by the blood of Jesus, one remains lost, unforgiven, and his life is pollut-
ed/corrupt. 

 

 The good news for mankind is that the gracious God of heaven has provided a 
way to escape the pollutions of the world. How does one exit such filth? Read again the 
words of 2 Peter 2:20: “. . . they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ . . .” One escapes the darkness of sin 
through knowledge. What kind of knowledge? Not general knowledge that one obtains 
by taking courses in an educational institute, but through the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus. Such knowledge would include an understanding about Jesus Himself, but it also 
would include knowledge of and submission to His instructions: learning about the Sav-
ior, coupled with learning His will, coupled with compliance with His teaching. 

 

 When we consult other Bible verses, what do we see? One who has been a slave 
of sin is freed from sin’s bondage when he obeys from the heart the message of salva-
tion which he has been blessed to learn (Romans 6:17,18). The great escape from pol-
lution comes when he hears the gospel, believes it, and obeys it (Acts 2:36-41). There is 
no other way! 

 

 Being baptized for the remission of sins is the end of the old life of being lost in 
the pollution of sin, but it is the beginning of a new life in Jesus. Some of those who 
have left behind the path of darkness faithfully maintain their commitment to the Lord 
to the end (Hebrews 3:6). Sadly, in a number of other cases the escapees enter the 
third phase which Peter depicts: they return to the pollutions of the world and are en-
tangled in them again, just as they were before they were converted. Because they 
knew better and have been blessed immensely, Peter says their latter end (return to 
darkness) is worse for them than their beginning (when they were lost outside of Je-
sus). 

 

 Who cannot understand the two ugly pictures which Peter presents? A dog eats 
food, vomits it out of his body, then eats the vomited food. Disgusting! A sow is filthy, 
gets washed to remove the dirt, then goes right back to the mud hole to be filthy all 
over again. Do not miss Peter’s point. He does not want our focus to be on animals, but 
rather he uses the conduct of critters to help us see how disgusting it is for a child of 
God to turn from a good/clean status to one of corruption/dirt. A sinner at one time was 
floundering in the corruption of sin. Then he heard the gospel and chose to obey it, re-
sulting in the guilt of his filth being removed. If he chooses (yes, it is a choice) to go back  

Qualities of a Sound Church 

But as for you, speak the things which are 
proper for sound doctrine: 2 that the older 
men be sober, reverent, temperate, sound in 
faith, in love, in patience; 3 the older women 
likewise, that they be reverent in behaviour, 
not slanderers, not given to much wine, 
teachers of good things— 4 that they admon-
ish the young women to love their husbands, 
to love their children, 5 to be discreet, 
chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their 
own husbands, that the word of God may not 
be blasphemed.  

Titus 2:1-5 
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7 Building Contribution 

13 Youth Fellowship 

20 
Serena & Augustine’s 

Home Fellowship 

28 Men’s Business Meeting 

20 April Sophie 
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Morning Service This Week 

Sunday School Song Peter 

Bible Class Charlie 

Song Leader Alvin 

Opening Prayer Jin 

Lord’s Supper  Stephen 

L.S. Assistance Adam 

Scripture Reading Daniel 

Sermon Charlie 

Prayer Reuban 

Evening Service  

Song Leader Leon 

Prayer Peter 

Scripture Reading Charlie 

Sermon Dennis S. 

Prayer Daniel 

Statistics Last Week 

Attendance: 47 (AM) 

Contribution: $1447 

Ushers  

This week Daniel & Christine 

Next week Tristan & Jon 

to the pre-conversion pollution, he has the right to do that. He needs to understand, 
though, that it will ruin his relationship with the Lord. 

 The teaching of 2 Peter 2:20-22 shows that a saved person can become lost again. It 
is possible for a child of God to depart from Him (Hebrews 3:12) and fall from His grace 
(Galatians 5:4). Neither money, nor sexual pleasure, nor the good feeling of being liked by 
others is worth the spiritual suicide one commits by going back to the old, polluted life. 

        -- Roger D. Campbell 

AM Lesson Title:  Persecution of Christians (Acts 4:1-3) 


